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Wildcard’s performance at Ho_nol_u-a. Bay
WCT event has surf world talking

BY NICOLE GRODESKY *
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‘ Crtn Conlogue has it tial is one thing, &M dad ended up getting it. It ended up being

just wrappmg all the way around. It was gettrng cmse to the other pnmt

ghut production is another, and Conlogue, 14 years -J”“W about $100 and Pat Gudauskas’ old so | knew it was big. | had my 62", went out, caught one wave and ate
Bold, proved she has what i fakes to produce on the £hoard. | was pretlt:.r stoked about that. I stil =crap because | didn't have enough paddle power. So, | went in and got my
2WCT stage. With an encouraging mance a thave that holard : M6'5”. I'd never ridden my 6'5” before in my life, but | trust Bushman.
sHonolua Bay this past year, Conlo being touted 8 Conloguess parents, brother and sister | dropped into this massive wave and | couldn't see anything
Bas the next big phenom to come o alifornia ¢ have the supportive family gig wired, and because of the wind. | was thinking to myself, ‘Oh my god, what did I put
gsurf scene. Though currently focus lling are one of the primary reasons Conlogue has e myself in." | saw this huge massive wall like 20-feet ahead of me. | was

"her class require at 2 college preparatory high § gen! joyed such success. Her father, probably the® “pumping down the line so fast while still getting all the water out of my
‘school, Conlogue =mazin fixed on training to most hands on with Conlogue’s career, helps « eyes. | went for this barrel; the thing was just massive, like three feet

"make the jump ¢ & hegiith boafd demgn traveling, and cross

Lover my head. | put my hands up to try and touch the ceiling; it was so

¥ Conlogue’s story begins in Sznta Anna, about 30 ;_t?mmg JE #-high | couldn’t reach it. Then | came out and then at the last minute a
Sminutes from ch. Not exactly the breeding H"--G""l"gt“ i ef:mlteiydﬂnetuwa’[ch [I t 'th little lip just came out of no where. |
ground for professional surfing y her dad, a G roppeda Into wis I don’t know where that thing came |
ldedicated surfer, took Canlogue surfing with him on perfnrmance pp

E from, but hit me on my back and my
weekends. Mat Honolua Bay maSS[Ve wave--- Uh my 1 head, ruining all that glory. Then |
| “| was always surfing twice 2 week on the &y 1as had the 'I: IH wenks wfalls with that wave. |

| Never seen a wave,

bweckends fom e Toe i !surfcummunity What dld" Ill.lt myse 3
._that huge. You could just hear it. It was su_ fng you_.\ b and had so much |

ableto expenw ce surfing from w p at 4:30 buzzlilng. .
ng ut five . Iwentoutto Mauia week before the L chop because it was like victory at sea agff thereg@#Conlogue said.
Refusing to crack under the pressure, Conlogue embraced the

a Il hitup a B contest to train with my dad, He helped me

IMcDonalds, get a fittle biscuit (chuckling) and then #0t @ lot. | talked to the locals and asked | experience and had the time of her life.

‘head to school. So, now [1 surf] three fo four times _them questions like where Fanﬁmarks e . “l'was the board catty for Bevo [Claire Bevilacqua] so | was in the

3 week. Mand where the secret spot to sit was. | wanted b ¢ the whole time watching these girls drop in holding their rails

,  Conlogue learned how to surf when she was only | 10 be able to learn a little faster possibly. |~ f .\ pulling in and getting barreled. You could see it from the Jet Ski

four years old on a surf trip down fo Mexico with her ﬁrained with my dad and | was confident when ¥ ) .. Everyone would say, ‘Is she coming out? Is she coming out?’ And

family. o went two weeks later. [ heard that there then boom, they would come out. | got so fried. | have so much mare
“l was just on a boogie baard and saw my dad would be a possible good swell coming in,

iirespect for those girls. Seeing them live is so much different than seeing
{"it on a computer. When you're in the water, feeling it [the wave] lifting
you over in the channel, you feel all the current sucking up next to the
cave and then watch it barrel. It's so beautiful. Everything about that trip
was gnarly,” Conlogue said.

Conlogue has more stamps in her passport than any 14-year-old
should. The girl has traveled all over the world and she’s only a freshman
in high schoal. She plans to stay focused on her education and go to the
University of San Diego to study marine biology.

vhile | was gy and my dad prepared me by helping me out.
™| felt confident without him there so my mom
went,” Conlogue said.

The pressure mountmg prior to the contes

out there. He was
lon the inside look
freaking out, telli
the bottom; you'll gs
jtails.’ (Laughing) I r
learn.

“l asked my dad to push me into 2 few
S0 he pushed me into 2 few with my s
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ofmal 14-year-old. Conrcgt,e is anything but,
She was to compete with all the top female
my | surfers in the world ..hm only a couple years

brother and we took turns. Once we got home we ted as the next “| want to get a degree in Marine Biology and travel around the world
went to the San Clemente Rip Curl outlet. the old everyone, the pros getting water samples while I'm on the ‘CT or ‘QS,” she said, chuckling.
one. We went into the boardroom 2nd | saw this ere watching to see what For now, the surfing world will have to wait for the re-emergence of a
board. It was a Rawson, 5°4”. | really liked it [t had | S"® Was capable of against the sport's best.  foiornia champion, but the public's had its taste, and will most surely
green on the outside and red on the center. | just emember looking at the waves from’ . watching to see if the girl with all that potential can actually make

liked the airbrush and really wanted the board. So, e look-out spot and | remember the waves 4 51 it MAINTAINING THE ESSENCE 77
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